
Jon Farrow 
Email: farrow.jon@gmail.com  

Web: jon-farrow.com 

Profile 
I am a bilingual science communicator with four years of experience at several high-profile UK 
organizations, interested in bringing exciting science and technology content to Canadian audiences. I 
excel in fast-paced environments that require creative problem solving and adaptability. 

Education 
 

MSc. Science Communication & Public Engagement – University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh   
2014-2015 

• Modules included Principles and Practice in Science Communication, Science and Society, Science Policy, 
Science Education, Exhibit Development, and Social Media 

• Portfolio includes social media strategy, press releases, grant proposal, policy brief, exhibit proposal, 
public engagement strategy, educational resource, and academic essays 

 
Honours Bachelor of Arts & Science - McMaster University, Hamilton                   
2010-2014 

• Origins (Astrobiology and Evolutionary Biology) Research Specialization 
• Graduated with Highest Honours (+80% cumulative average) 

Experience 
 
Program Coordinator – Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sciences, Toronto 
Summer 2018 – Present 

• Organize and ensure the smooth running of all aspects of mathematics conferences, events, and seminars 
• Write, proofread, review, and content for posters, annual reviews, reports, and websites. 
• Develop, film, edit and produce a new YouTube Series called 2-Minute Math, featuring researchers at the 

Fields Institute (to be published from September 2018) 
 

Science Presenter – Freelance, London/NYC/Toronto 
Spring 2017 - Present 

• Contributor on Discovery’s Science Channel documentary Strange Evidence for 3 seasons, Royal Institution’s 
Monthly Mailbag series for 13 episodes 

• Improved fact-checking abilities, developed capacity to tailor content for different audiences 
• Comfortable and familiar with film production processes in front of and behind the camera 

 
Science Writer – Freelance, jon-farrow.com 
Spring 2012 - Present 

• Active blogger on various science topics, from Axolotls to Zeno’s Paradox 
• Member of Science Borealis, contributor to Rising Ape and the Royal Canadian Institute for Science. My 

articles have been featured in the University of Edinburgh science magazine EuSci and as picks of the week 
on Science Seeker and Wordpress Discover 

• Continue to hone writing style and research ability, stay on top of current research 
 

Public Programme Producer – Royal Institution of Great Britain, London 
Summer 2016 – Spring 2018 

• Developed innovative events that were fascinating, entertaining and scientific, and which also filled the 
famous Faraday Lecture Theatre 

• Wrote, presented and co-produced Monthly Mailbag, a series of videos answering science questions for the 
Ri YouTube channel with over 300,000 subscribers 

• Marketed events through digital platforms, including web, social media, email and Eventbrite 
• Designed and proofread the seasonal What’s On guide, with a distribution of 25,000 
• Personally managed the safe and smooth running of over 40 events per year 
• Co-ordinated with stakeholders including speakers, publishers, public engagement officers, publicists and 

agents to ensure events were of exceptional quality 
• Oversaw the recruitment, training and communications for a roster of over 250 science explainer volunteers 

 
 



  
 

Assistant Content Developer, Contemporary Science – Science Museum, London 
Winter/Spring 2016 

• Developed temporary exhibits for exciting new science and technology stories, including a hand-held DNA 
sequencer and a concussion-prevention collar 

• Wrote engaging text for exhibition display and additional web content 
• Assisted with content creation and delivery for evening and on-gallery live events 

 
CHRISTMAS LECTURES Assistant – Royal Institution of Great Britain, London 
Autumn/Winter 2015 

• Assisted with writing, producing, and organizing the Royal Institution’s 2015 CHRISTMAS LECTURES 
• Thrived in an intense, fast-paced environment with tight deadlines 
• Promoted the lectures through social and traditional media, including overseeing the Ri Instagram account, 

ghostwriting newspaper articles, and presenting audio and video content for the Ri Youtube channel. 
• Instrumental in creating exciting scientific demonstrations from idea stages through to writing, building, 

and implementation 
• Managed a complex array of relationships with guests, contributors, supporters, and staff 

 
Event Development Intern, Creative Team – Edinburgh International Science Festival, Edinburgh                                    
Summer 2015 

• Worked on FuseLab Go, a series of innovation workshops for secondary school students 
• Wrote content, conducted interviews, collaborated with stakeholders, evaluated outreach activities, and 

wrote a dissertation report 
• Balanced a variety of stakeholder needs (including the Festival, funders, the University, and the 

participants) to produce both a successful workshop and a valid piece of research 
 
Intern, Discovery and Learning Department – Edinburgh Zoo, Edinburgh                                       
Winter/Spring 2015 

• Created a staff handbook for upcoming exhibition on dinosaurs, translating technical information and 
scientific jargon into a concise, accessible booklet 

 
Research Assistant – Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, Edinburgh 
Winter/Spring 2015 

• Created data management system for interpreting professional development workshop evaluation 
• Developed data management skills, gained experience with outreach evaluations 

 
Interpretive Officer – Legislative Assembly of Ontario, Toronto 
Summer 2014 

• Led bilingual (English and French) tours of the legislative buildings and grounds, delivered specialized 
education programs tying into curriculum objectives, adapted complicated political information for 
children’s programs, completed research projects to improve future initiatives. 

 
LEARN-CC Coordinator – McMaster University, Hamilton                             
Summer 2013-Spring 2014 

• Won a research award to create a climate change action and impact reporting tool, LEARN-CC 
(http://mapclimatechange.ca). 

• Gained computer programming, website design, and digital marketing experience 
 
Parliamentary Tour Guide – Parliament of Canada, Ottawa                  
Summer 2011 

• Led bilingual (English and French) tours of up to 50 people through the Parliament of Canada. 
• Received formal interpretation and customer service training. 
• Gained valuable multi-tasking experience in a setting requiring flexibility. 

Interests and Skills 
Languages – Fluent in English and French 
Writing – Science blogger (http://jon-farrow.com) 
Music – Proficient saxophonist and pianist; lover of jazz 
Technology – Arduino and Python novice and website designer (http://mapclimatechange.ca) 
Travel – Avid hiker; urban explorer; full driver’s license 
Tea/Coffee – Yes please; Splash of milk, no sugar 


